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JOHN v#14. Latter Part. 


— Behold Thou art made whole, Sin no more, te ft a 
worſe Thing come unto Thee. 


HESE Words are ſpoken by our bleſſed Lox, to \M 
a poor Man whom He had cured by a Miracle 
© | by only Speaking the Word, of an Infirmity which he | 
| | had laboured under for no leſs than eight and thirty 


| 

| (1 iy 

Years. Such a ſudden and unexpected Cure, when in 14 
| 
| 


all Likelyhood he thought his Caſe deſperate, did, we 
may ſuppoſe, ſo rolicls and hurry his Spirits, that he 1 
had not Power at that Time to mind or obſerve, who ö 1 
it was that he was obliged to for it; for when he was 


queſtioned about it by the Jews, we read in the Verſe 48 
before the Text, that he wiſt not who he was, nor \ [ 
could he give cham any Account of his Perſon. 1 a | 
4 ; However, he did not fo far forget Himſelf upon the 4 
3 whole, as not to render his publick Thanks to Almighty Wh 
God for it; for the next News we hear of him, is his 1 


1436 
being 1 in the Temple; and it is natural to ſuppoſe — = C 
it would be want of Charity to think otherwiſe — that 
his coming thither was upon That pious Account : If it 1 
had not, our Saviour who met him there would in the " i 
firſt Place have reminded him of That Duty; for He was it , 
no leſs mindful of inſtructing and doing Good to the 118 

| 

| 

| 


14 

Souls of Men, than of healing their bodily Infirmities : 1 
H expected, that Thoſe upon whom He wrought Cures | 

B __ ſhould 


nn 
ſhould of their own Accord give Glory to Gop; and 
when, in the Inſtance of the ten Lepers whom He had 
cleanſed *, He took ſuch Notice of the ſingle One who 
had thus behaved as he ought, it was not ſo much to 


commend him for doing, what the loweſt Senſe of 


Gratitude would have obliged him to, as to blame 


the others for being ſo ſhamefully inconſiderate and 
unthankful. 


Be it admitted then, that our Bleſſed LORD found This 


poor Man in the Temple thus piouſly imployed in praiſ- 


ing and bleſſing Gop for the great Mercy which he had 


received at his Hands; it will juſtify His taking further 


Notice of him, and giving him that good and ſeaſon- 


able Ad vice in the Text reſpecting his future Behaviour, 
ſince he ſeemed ſo worthy of it: Behold, ſays He, Thou 


art made whole, Sin no more left a worſe Thing come unto 


Thee. 
His Caution conveys Inſtruction with it, to us at leaſt, 


if not to the Perſon to whom He gave it; for it gives 


us to underſtand, that the Infirmity under which he had 
lain for ſo many Years, was a Puniſhment inflicted upon 
him for his Sins: It is plainly implied that he had ſinned, 
and therefore was That Affliction come upon him; and 
now that he is made whole, He is bid beware of finning 

any more, left a worſe Affliction ſhould befal him. 
It may be, that the Man himſelf was not aware of 


This; for Sinners are not always ſuch juſt Cenſurers of 


* Luke xvii. 18 v. 
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their own Conduct, as to impute the Afflictions which 


happen to them to the avenging Hand of Providence : 


However, it is what We could not have known, 
hardly would it have been allowable even to let our 
Gueſſes lead us to it if our Saviour had not in 
this Manner ſpecified it to us; for, tho' it is undoubtedly 


true, that ſome Afflictions are ſent upon Mankind Judi- 


cially, for the Puniſhment of their Sins, yet zhis is far 
from being the Caſe of every Affliction that befals us: 
They may ſerve for other prudential Ends, beſides Cor- 


rection; They may be deſigned for the Trial and Exerciſe 


of Virtue, and to exhibit to the World an illuſtrious 


Example of Patience and Reſignation to the divine 


Will: Nay, it is enough to juſtify them, if they only 
afford an Opportunity of diſplaying the Power of Al- 
mighty Gop in their ſpeedy and miraculous Removal: 


This we know was the Caſe of the Man who was born 


blind and received his Sight from our Lozp's Hand. The 
Jews indeed thought that ſuch a Calamity ae be 
Judicial, and were fooliſh enough to aſk, whether it 


were for the Man's ow Sins, or the Sins of his Parents 
that he was born ſo; but our Saviour aſſures them, that 
it was not for any Sin, and that it was only that the 


Power of Gop might be manifeſted in him Tf. 
Wherefore, it is neither a fate nor a Charitable Way 


of arguing, from the Afflictions which happen to parti- 


cular Perſons, that they are the judicial Conſequences of 
+ John ix. 3 v. 


B 2 their 


LS. 
their Sins: Sometimes indeed They are ſo, and oftener 
perhaps than Men are willing to think, when it happens 
to be their own particular Caſe; that it was ſo however 
in the Inſtance before us, is put out of all Queſtion by 


our Saviouk's own Authority; and This will be war- 


rant enough for us to ſay, that Afflictions and Calami- 
ties befalling particular Perſons, are ſometimes Judg- 


ments upon them, though we are not at Liberty to de- 


termine when They are ſo, fave only in thoſe which 


every Man may judge of and apply to himſelf. 


But now, what is only ſometimes true concerning 


Afflictions being ſent upon particular Perſons, is always 
and without Exception /o, when applied to Nations and 


Communities: And the Reaſon is plain and obvious; 
for, there is no Neceſſity, either for the Sake of Juſtice, 


or ſecuring the Ends of Government, that Sinners ſhould 
be puniſhed in this Life for their Sins, fince there is 
another Life in Reſerve, when They will be called to a 
ſtrict and ſevere Account: Nay, were not the general 
Puniſhment of Sin ſuſpended or delayed till then, we 
ſhould have wanted thoſe Proofs of the Mercy, Forbear- 
ance, and Long-ſuffering of Gop, which Now ſhine 
forth with ſo amiable a Luſtre in the divine Character. 
Whereas Nations and Kingdoms, if they are to be at 
all puniſhed for their Sins — and that they ſhould at 
one Time or other, Juſtice and good Government re- 
quires — it muſt be in This Life; becauſe, as Nations, 


They do not ſubſiſt in another: And though Gop does 


exercile 


L 8 3 

exetciſe his Patience and Long-ſuffering towards The/e, 
as well as to particular Perſons, yet hath He ſet Bounds 
and Limits to it; for when the Meaſure of their Ini- 
quities is full, he does not fail to ſend forth his Judg- 
ments upon Them: Therefore, whenever any ſore Ca- 
lamity befals a Nation, we cannot err in aſcribing it to 
the Sins of That Nation, and to the Wrath of Gop's 
Vengeance poured out upon it, 

This Obſervation, which I have been naturally led 


into, from the Circumſtances of the Poor Man whom 
our Loxp healed of his Infirmity, will help me to ap- 


ply the Caution given him in the Text, to the Solemnity 
of the Day, and to our Share and Concern in it. 

We, as a Nation, have in one Reſpect, ſomewhat re- 
ſembled this poor Man; we have been many Years in- 
volved in a bloody and expenſive War —— a War that 


threatened us with Ruin and Deſolation - with the 
Loſs, not only of our Trade and Commerce, but, which 


is infinitely more valuable, of our Liberty and Religion; 
for the Enemies we had to deal with, would gladly have 
made a Prey of both. This has been our Infirmity and 


Affliction, and till lately, we almoſt deſpaired of ſeeing 
a happy End put to it: So Melancholy was our Proſ- 


pect! And that This Affliction was a divine Judgment 


upon us for our National Sins, we can no more doubt of, 


for the Reaſons already hinted at, than the poor Man 
could doubt, that his Infirmity was a Judgment upon 
him for his Sins, after our Lokp had intimated ſo much 


to him in the Text. Let 


L613 


Let the Event of any War be what it will —— be it 
carried on with as great Succeſſes as our moſt ſanguine 


Hopes could ever preſage, it is ftill a Judgmentof God upon 
the People that are engaged in it. The Generals indeed 


on either Side may gather Laurels in the Field —— They 


may return Home in Triumph, and very deſervedly re- 
ceive the Honours that are due to their Courage and 
Conduct: But let it be remembered what large Sacri- 
fices they make to Victory, and how many of their own 
People fall the unhappy Victims of it. What good King 
who is the Father of his Country, would not regret the 
Loſs of ſo many faithful Subjects who have laid down 
their Lives for his Sake? What Community would not 
ſenſibly feel the Want of ſo many uſeful Members of So- 
ciety ? And then for Individuals —— it would be end- 
leſs to recount the Occaſions of their private Griefs ; 
The Father, the Huſband, the Friend loſt —— would 


involve Multitudes of whole Families in the utmoſt 


Diſtreſs. 1 


Theſe are the unavoidable Calamities of War even 
when it is moſt ſucceſsful, not to mention the Burthen of 


it in other Reſpects, of which no one can hope to be 
exempted from feeling his Share; and I ſhould not have 
touch'd upon ſo tender and intereſting a Subject, at a 


Time of ſuch general Joy, were it not to heighten That 


Joy, by making us ſenſible of the Greatneſs of our De- 
liverance, and to whom we are indebred for it. If a 
War, under the moſt favourable Circumſtances is a 


Judgment 
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Judgment of Gop upon a People or Nation, hen, the 


Removal of That Judgment is a great Mercy for which 
ſurely it behoves us to be thankful, Peace is to be reck- 
oned among the choiceſt of his Bleſſings, as War is the 
heavieſt of all his Judgments; and what much enhances 


the Bleſſing to us at This Time, and muſt make us the 
more ſenſible that it is derived from His Goodneſs, are 


the Difficulties which ſtood in the Way of it, and which, 


to the beſt of human Skill and Policy, might well ſeem 
to be altogether unſurmountable. There were ſo many 
Powers confederated in it on either Side, and their ſepa- 
rate Intereſts were ſo nearly bordering upon each other, 
were ſo blended and intermix'd, that to compoſe and ad- 
Juſt them to the Content and Good-liking of every One, 


eſpecially when Ambition and the Luſt of Power had fo 


fair a Scope to purſue their Ends, and keep up the 


Contention, we may I conceive be juſtly excuſed in 


ſaying that it was not the Work of Man, and that it could 


only be brought to paſs by Him, who alone is ab[&to 


refrain the Spirit of Princes, and who is wonderful among 


the Kings of the Earth t. 7 
After ſo ſignal a Blefling conferred upon this Nation, 


and I may add the Nations around us — for it is no leſs. 


a Bleſſing to them — Our Enemies, Let me ſay it, had 
at leaſt no leſs Reaſon to be deſirous of Peace than our- 


ſelves - 


. Pſalm Ixxvi. 12 v 


that 


2 — — 
. 


* — ——— —Gàwä—— 
— — — — —⅛ 


I fay, after we have received ſo great a Mercy 
from HEAVEN it was but meet and our bounden Duty, 
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that we ſhould aſſemble ourſelves together in the Houſe 
of Gor, There to celebrate his Praiſes in the Voice of 
Joy and Thankſgiving to praiſe the Loxp for his 
Goodneſs and declare the Wonders that Hz has done for 
us. The poor Man we find, after he was cured of his 
Infirmity, reſorted to the Temple for This very Purpoſe, 


that he might give Glory to Gop ; and it is for the ſame 


Purpoſe, that the whole Nation are at This Time, as 
we may well preſume, lifting up their Hearts in their 
pubiick Aſſemblies of Worſhip, and teſtifying at once 
their Gratitude as well as Joy before Almighty Gop for 
the good Work He has wrought for us — for his mak- 
ing War to ceaſe in the Kingdoms around us, and reſtor- 
ing to us the Bleſſings of Peace. e 

Thus far then, the two Caſes bear ſome Reſemblance 
to each other, and I am willing You ſhould ſtill keep 
them together in your Eye, for the Sake of the Caution 
in the Text: Behold, — ſays the Bleſſed Ixsus to the 
thankful poor Creature whoſe Health he had reſtored —— 


Behold Thou art made whole, Sin no more, left a worſe 


Thing come unto Thee. This is what I would have us 
apply to ourſelves; let it be as if we now heard a Voice 
from Hz aveNn ſpeaking to us and ſaying, Behold Ye are 
made whole, Your Breaches are healed, Ye have Peace 


within Your Walls and about Your Borders, Sin no more, 
leſt a worſe Thing come upon You. This will at once 


remind us of the Occaſion whereof we.rejoice, and at 
the ſame Time warn us of our future Behaviour, that 
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it be not ſuch as may again provoke the divine Majeſty 
to viſit us in Judgment. 


I. Firſt I fay, it will remind us of the Occaſion 


whereof we rejoice; it is for Peace reſtored, and all the 


valuable Bleſſings that accompany it. As great a Bleſſing 


as Peace is in itſelf, Yet like other Bleſſings of Hz ave, 
while We enjoy them without Interruption, We are apt 
to overlook the Hand of Providence that ſhours them 


down upon us; but if Theſe are for a while withheld 


from us, and we have ſuffered under the Want of 'Them, 


Then it is that We learn to know their Value, and to be 
thankful for them. Such is the Occaſion of our pre- 


ſent Joy - ſuch the Motives of our Gratitude to 


HEAVEN — This is Now the Subject of our Songs of 


Praiſe and Thankſgiving to the moſt Hicn, for his un- 
deſerved as well as unexpected Mercy. It is the Loxn 


that reigneth, zherefore the VA TIOMNS rejoice, Yea 


the Multitude of the Iſles are glad thereof . But then 
II. 2dly, it warns us at the ſame Time, of our fy- 


ture Behaviour, that it be not ſuch, as may again pro- 


voke the divine Majeſty to viſit us in Judgment, 


The Judgments of Gop, ſuch of them I mean as are | 
deſigned for Correction, mf? in the very Nature of them 


be ever proportioned to the Offences they are intended 


to amend: When God vilits a Nation, — as He often 


does, with a merciful View of bringing Them to a Senſe 
} P/alm xcvii. 1 v. | 


of 


[ 10 1 
of their evil Doings, and to reclaim and reform Them, 
If They are ſtill incorrigible, Reaſon requires that 
He ſhould uſe ſharper Methods with Them ; if He has 
viſited their Offences with Rods, and their Sins with 
Scourges, and Theſe make no Impreſſion upon Them, 
nor produce any good Effect, Ther, He will proceed to 
chaſtiſe Them with Scorpions *; for it is but right and 
fitting that the Strength of the Medicine ſhould be ſuited 
to he Obſtinacy and Malignancy of the Diſtemper, and 
it is what may reaſonably be expected from Him as a 
wiſe and prudent Ruler of the Univerſe ; and it is This 
Conſideration which will lead us to abb the Warning 
in the Text to ourſelves, and to profit by it Sin no 
more, leſt a heavier Judgment befals us than That 
which We are Now happily delivered from. We may 
ſay as the Prophet Ezra did upon a like Occaſion; 
After all that has come upon us for our Evil Deeds, ſeeing 
that our Gop hath puniſhed us leſs than our Iniguities 
have deſerved, and hath given us ſuch a Deliverance ; 
ſhould we again break his Commandments, would He not 
be angry with us till He bad conſumed us, ſo that there 
 Poould be no Remnant nor eſcaping ? 

What Thoſe Sins are for which Gop hath viſited us 
with This Judgment, and which muſt be avoided if we 
would eſcape a worſe, it will be no difficult Matter to 
point out. As it was a National Judgment, it muſt 

* 1 Kings xii. 14 v. + Exra ix. 13, 14 v. 


have 


as 1 


have been for National Sins, I mean ſuch as are epide- 
mical and ſpread like a Diſtemper, till the Generality of 


People are infected with it: And among Theſe, we have 
to reckon, to our great Shame and Reproach, Infidelity, 


Profaneneſs, a Contempt of Gob and his Religion, Loſs 


of publick Virtue and publick Spirit, an effeminate 
Luxury, an immoderate Love of Pleaſure, Intemperance, 
Lewdnels and Riot, and — to ſay all in a Word, a moſt 
woful Abuſe of Liberty : That Darling Privilege of 
our Country, how ſcandalouſly has it been abuſed, and 
in Matters the moſt eſſential to the Order and Well- 
being of Society ? What indecent Liberties have been 
ſometimes taken, with Thoſe who bear Rule over us, 
and have upon That Account a juſt Claim to be honour'd 


by us from the Word of Gop ? How light a Matter has 


it been accounted, to ſpeak Evil of Dignities, —— to 
ſlander and ridicule Them, even when their beft Endea- 
vours have been employ'd for the publick Good ? 
If This muſt paſs only for jeſting - the wanton 
Over-flowings of their Tongues and their Pens, yet 
ſurely it is /uch jeſting as is not convenient; Nay, let 
me fay, it muſt, from a natural Tendency, have a per- 


nicious Influence upon the Well-being of any Commu- 


nity. How can we tell, but it might be owing to This 
very Cauſe, that our Enemies forced us into a War with 
them? Was it not natural for them to conclude, from 
the factious Writings and Language of ſome Malevolent 


2 Spirits 


1 
Spirits amongſt us, too greedily ſought after and liſtned 
to by Multitudes, and ſuffered to paſs with Impunity 
from a Lenity which no other Government but ours 
either could or would admit of — Was it not natural, I 
ſay, for them to conclude that there was an univerſal De- 
fection from all Principles of Loyalty, and conſequently, 
that We ſhould become an eaſy Prey to them? It is true 
the Event has happily proved that they were miſtaken in 
their Calculations, and that the People of this Nation, 
weak as they ſometimes are to Quarrel with their Con- 
ſtitution and Government upon groundleſs Surmiſes, Vet 
when it comes to a Trial, They like it too well to ex- 
change it for any other; But then, the great Miſchiefs 
which have attended the Experiment, are to be placed, 
as it ſhould ſeem, to the Account of That Abuſe of Li- 
berty which J have mentioned. 
Againſt This therefore let us be upon our Guard, leſt 
if we offend any more in like Sort a worſe Judgment 
comes upon us, than That which we are delivered from: 
Let us ſhew forth an undiſſembled Loyalty to our gra- 
cious Sovereign King Gzor6t; it is what Gratitude 
would oblige us to, were there nothing more in it, for 
the Mildneſs of his Government, and the tender Regard 
he has ever ſhewn for his People's Liberties, notwith- 
ſtanding their wanton Abuſe of them; and for his Sake, 
as well as for preſerving the Order and Peace of Society, 
let us give due Honour to all thoſe who are ſet in Au- 
. I 1 REES thority 
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 htority under him: And may They be counted worthy of 
double Honour by watching over the Publick Welfare — 
by recovering the Reins of Civil Diſcipline and holding 
them with a ſtricter Hand by ſeeing the Laws 
duly put in Execution againſt all Manner of Wicked- 
neſs and Immorality, without Fear or Favour, without 
any Reſpect of Perſons : and let us endeavour, every 
one by his own Example, to revive That Spirit of 
Picty and true Religion which is well nigh loſt amongſt 
us ; That Love of Virtue which for a long 


Time has been at ſo low an Ebb, and to the decline of 


which, all our National Failings may juſtly be imputed : 


Let us learn to be better Chriſtians, that ſo we may be 5 


better Men, better Neighbours, better Subjects: Let us 


thoroughly purge out the old Leaven of Party Rage and 
Diviſion, and cultivate the Arts of Peace at Home, ſince 
it has pleaſed Gop to bleſs us with it abroad: Let us be 


more pure, more ſober, more temperate, and leſs de- 
voted to Pleaſure than we have been in Time paſt, Then, 
the Love of Gop which has been ſhewn in correcting 


us with his Judgment, will have gained its End and 
wrought a good Work in us; and the Joy which we 
feel upon. this Day at the Removal of it, will be well 
grounded and long continue with us; it will rife from 
Earth to Hzaven, and diffuſe itſelf among the Angels 


of Gop; and if they are ſo glad at the Converſion of 
one Sinner, how much more will they rejoice at a whole 
Nation's being reclaimed and reformed ? That 


[ 14 ] 
That the Expreſſions of our Joy upon this Day, will 
be ſuch as ſhall become the Importance of the Occaſion, 
We have no Reaſon to doubt ; there is one Inſtance of 
it however which I ſhould be ſorry to have overlooked, 
and therefore will beg Leave to remind you of it. 

It is not perhaps uſual upon theſe Occaſions to plead 
for Charity to the Poor, tho' I confeſs I ſee no Reaſon 
why it ſhould not; rather I ſhould think, that no Time 
could be ſo proper for it as This: For, when our Minds 
are at Eaſe and in good Humour, and our Hearts open 
to Joy, then are our Hands moſt likely to be open to 
This ſort of Bounty. This Way of doing Good by diſ- 
tributing to our Brethren that are in Neceſſity, is a 
Duty at all Times incumbent upon us, and is indeed 
That Sacrifice with which Gop is beſt pleaſed; and our 
Obligations to the Duty ariſe in Proportion to their 
Wants, which are always preſſing enough to excite our 
Pity and Compaſſion. Beſides, at ſuch a Time of Joy, 
who would not wiſh that it ſhould be univerſal, and 
that every Body ſhould partake of it from the higheſt 
to the loweſt; but This, how can many poor Wretches 
amongſt us do, who it may be are pining with Hunger 
and Want, and have hardly a Rag to cover their Naked- 
neſs? This Obſtacle then we have it in our Power to re- 
move; we may thus make the Hearts of the Aged and 
Decrepid, of the Fatherleſs and the Widow fing for 
Joy! I will not reckon it an Expence to You, for what 
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is thus given in Charity deſerves a better Name; but let 


me ſay How well it will look at the Foot of thoſe Ex- 
pences which You have already been at for celebrating 
this happy Event, to find there — So much given in 
Charity to the Poor ; and may He who is the Father of 
the Poor and Needy reward it into your Boſoms, and 
may the Gop of Peace who has ſo ſeaſonably given us the 


| Bleſſing of Peace, perpetuate that invaluable Bleſſing to 


us and our lateſt Poſterity for his Mercies Sake in 


 CyrisT IJxsus our LorD, 70 whom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed as is moſt due All Honour 
and Glry henceforth and for evermore. Amen. 
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